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[ How(and Why) to Meke Parenthetical Ctations
-~ Awoiding Pagiariem

. Plagiarism means taking the ideas of another person and presenting them as your own ideas.
~ Plagiarism is considered to be a form of theft. If you are caught, the penalties can be severe:
receiving no-credit for a project, a-failing grade for a class, expulsion from college, or even the
loss-of a job. (In 2003, a newspaper reporter was caught plagianizing in the articles he wrote for
*The New York Times. He was fired and his reputation as a reporter was ruined. It is doubtful that
any other newspaper or magazine will hire him as a reporter.)

To avoid plagiarism, you must let the reader know where vou found the information that you use
in your paper! 'Pareﬁ_t}]etical.qitatiqns are an easy way o make this clear to your reader.

Parenthetical citations are used whenever, .
N You use a-direct quotation from another source
V You paraphrase information from another source
~ You summarize information from another source

- A parenthetical citation often looks something like this: (Stein 60). It usually lists just the

author’s last name and the page number where the information 1s located. (Exceptions will be _
~ described below.) It is kept as brief as possible. The parenthetical citation gives the information
. that the reader needs to find complete publication information on the Works Cited page.

:. { Bcampbsof .Fardrtm.tical Citations ]

‘The parenthetical citation should ‘b_é located cloéf: to the information to which it is referring. It is
placed just before the period at the end of the sentence. The example below shows a paraphrase.
from a magazine article by Joel Stein: o '

The legal systems of several states are starting to recognize pels
as companions rather than property. City councils have started

listening as pet owners demand more pet-friendly facilities
(Stein 60).

‘Sometimes you can work the author’s name into the text of the paragraph to make your writing

flow more smoothly. In this case, you do not repeat the author’s name in the parenthetical
citation; just put the page number.

Stein notes that the legal systems of several states are starting
to' recognize pets as companions rather than property. City

councils have started listening as pet owners demand more pet-
friendly facilities (60).
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NO ALrl:horstle If tbere is no: author s narne hst the ﬁtle of the work followed by
the page number S : .

Contrary to popular bel:ef the l:teracy 'rae in the Umted States of
Amenca is not 100% Al : yale 167)

‘TWO ALrthorB fora 5!!1@16 SOUI”CG If you are c:]tmg a source that has two authors mclude
" them both in the parenthetlcal citation.

o “Computer programm:ng languages have changed dramatlcally over

the last decade but C*" Wlll never become o’osolete” (Wade and G}les
10) ' ' B

‘TWO or More Ttl% by Oﬂ@ Author - If you are usmg seve'ral dlﬁerent works by the same -
| 'author mclude a recogmzable part of- the title m the parenthesm ‘

4

dont be a wet blanket man th:s is 1928 Even the garbage
"coilector has got the goods on an ‘inside txp, and he can tell you a
sure ‘way to make some heavy sugar——fast” (Smlth The Reoaring -
[men}; ies 168). By 1932, this view of the stock market ‘had changed-.
to a more negative one (Smith_Th: . ies 35).

More than One Source - If you are using two souices in the same sentence, cite both of them. _

Many leading experts in the field of education agree that simply
adding more days to the school year will not increase student -
achievement unless the curriculum is changed and made more
interesting and relevant to students (Williams 47; Sonoma 103).

Using Several Pages from One Source - I you are citing separate parts of a single work in
one sentence list the page numbers after the author’s name.

Unfortunately, scientists have not yet discovered a way to prove,
beyond all doubt, that global warming - is caused by emissions from
factories and exhaust fumes from automobiles (Gasper 23, 59-60).

SourceHas No Page Numbers - Some sources do not have page numbers, most web pages,

for example. When making a parenthetical citation for this source, just use the author’s last
name, or the title of the page if there is no author, without page numbers.

In less than ten years, all b'a.nking will be done online (Weils).

In the slang of the 1920s, a “face stretcher” meant an older woman
who was trying to look younger (“It’s All News”).
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[ Sample Parag raphs er:h Parmthetlcal Citat&onsj
'._%mphm | T

In studymg the influence of Latm Amerlcan Afr;can “and As:an
music on modern. American COmMPpOSErs, music hxstor:ans tend’ to dlscuss
such flgures as Aaron Copland, George. Gcrshwm Henry Cowell and John
Cage (Joel 14; Dxamond 104-139). They usua]ly overlook Duke Eiimgton
who Gunther Schuller rlghtiy calls “one. of American’ § great -COmposers,
-Iprobab}y because they are only familiar wlth Ellmgtons most popular. ..

works like “Sophisncated Lady” and “Mood Indtgo” (John 203) Still Iittlc'

known are the many ambitious orchestral suites - Ellmnton composed

sevcral of- whxch “explore his impressions of {he pe@ple places and musxc'.

of other countries (“Global Outreach” 89).. . o
Not all music critics, however, have :gnored Eihngton § excursnons
into Jonger musical forms. In the 1950s, for cxample while” Ellington was

still alive, Raymond Horricks compared hxm wnth Ravel, Delrus ‘and
Debussy (59)

Sarmple #2:

A robot is a mechanical device that operates by following a program
or set of instructions that SpCCJfIGS its task (“Robots” 38). These
instructions are stored in a computer. By changing the program, a person
can alter the robot’s behavior. Thus, according to one report, a robot is
“a computer to which limbs, organs, tools, and other equipment have
been attached” (Barrett 37). :

The rapid advance of electronics during and after World War II and
the development of the tiny computer microchip in the late 1950s
provided the technology necessary to help inventor George }. Devol, Jr.
create the first practical robot. Hardly resembling its science-fiction
ancestors, this robot was a computerized arm that could perform routine
operations with precision (Asimov Science 865).

Like Devol’s early models, the majority of today’s robots are
stationary structures made up of a single arm. The arm can lift objects

and use simple tools (Asimov, Guide 35). It is ideal for assembly lines In
factories.
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L Sample of 2 5budmt~Wrrttm Resear‘ch F’aper]

Tradlt-lonal EtthS and Modern Soc1ety

Amencan people have so many problems that they seem. :
overwhelmmg sometxmes Drug abuse, the hlgh dlvorce rate, zntoierance
‘and war--all these . chaiienge American citizens. . We' try counseimg and
read a number of self-help books to. f‘gure owt how we can overcome
these unhea}thy behawors These problems would “be’ easier to fix if we -

- started applying. the ethics followed by tradltxonal American- Indmns
Severa] of their ethlcs would help Amenca ‘become -a bettcr pIace to hve
- By~ respectmg ourselves and others we WOu]d not see so many.
‘examples.’ of .comrhon condmons of: anorexia and depressmn and acts of.
hate crimes. Unfortunately, "About ‘one out of . evcry one hundred young

women between ten and ‘twenty are starving themselves, sometimes to
death," a reality in our country (Manning 45). If young girls respected
their bodies, they would see themselves as just right; therefore, they
would not put themselves through physical torture to. receive at{entaon
from . someone_else ~Another problem areais that "17.5 million Americans
suffer from clinical depression" ("Out of Control” 19). If we respected -
ourselves enough to ‘seek help when we feel depressed, we would feel less
helpless and controlled by our limitations. Finally, if everyone respected
other's rights, we would see fewer statistics like "in the year 2000, 8,063
hate crimes were committed in the U.S." ("Hate Crimes" 3). If everyone
respected- another individual's rights, no one would need to fear being
beaten or killed just because s/he is different from others. I Americans
started respecting each other, these common problems would dwindle.

Secondly, if people "lived more as a community,” suicide, school
shootings, and rape would be greatly reduced. It is sad that "an average
of one person every 17.1 minutes kills himself" (Peters 24).  Suicide would
not be necessary if we "lived as a community” because we would feel
Joved and would know who to go to for help and support. In addition,
fast year ‘"students 12-18 were victims of more than 2.7 million total
crimes at school" (Jones 190). If we accepted everyone into our school
communities, students would not be shoved to the stde, bullied, or
harangued; therefore, no one would need to take revenge or act out his
‘anger.  Anpother serious problem is revealed by crime studies at
Washington University which show that "22% of all women say they have
been forced to do sexuval things against their will, where only 3% of men
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_admlt to ever. forcmg themselves on a woman“ (Laumann 23)
 '-_._7-'___commun1tles felt rcsponmb}e for their members men would protect
' -"f-_women from bemg mlstreated saxual!yﬂ and eventualiy, rape would be

_:}.A.‘-ehmmated So. many mdzvxdual!y demeaning crimes wou}d not oceur in
_,_::Amencan soc1cty if we supported each other.-

Fmal]y, the problems that result from debt, stress, and ragc would

be rmmmxzcd if we acted with the ethic of "knowmg our boundarles " An
_examplc is "that Amerlca i1s in debt by $862 billion doH ars" (Robmson) If

. people spent their money w:scly as opposed to zrresponmb]y, they would
not shp into debt and could manage their money more effectively..

. Another problem that has many effccts is stress. An American’ Medical
".-'.Assoczatlen pamph}et c:tes SLress imked to the six leading causes of
' death-—hcart disease, cancer, lung aslmcnts -accidents, cirrhosis of the

hver and smcxdc“ (M;ller 60).. If we would not take on more than we can

";'handle we would not suffer so much from stress. . We would be able to

- make time to relax by knowmg our limits. Anothcr fr:ghtemng problem is
"Mens v:olence agamst women and children is the most common form of
domestic violénce in our society” (Center for Fam:ly 35).  If men
recogmzed their boundanes they would not allow themselves to get to
the point that they explode against their loved ones.  If Americans learned
their boundaries and limits, we would be able to avord problems caused.
by the stresses of life that we don't control.

_ If we seriously lived with these Sacred Tree ethics, America would be
a more pleasant and safe place to live and raise our children. It would be
a chailenge at first to follow these simple, people-oriented ethics, but once
we did, we would begin to see drastic changes for the better. By applying
these ethics one at a time as Benjamin Franklin did with his thirteen
virtues, we could learn to live by them gradually. Are we strong enough
to take on this challenge to change? 1 hope so.
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